Curriculum, Program and
Educational Enhancements
Every day at Oak Village Academy children enjoy learning through exploration, make decisions that build social and
emotional relationships and reach individual developmental milestones. While creating an exceptional experience for
children, we prepare them for a lifetime of reaching their goals and create ways to instill the love of learning.
With a strong foundation in education, values of the community, passion for learning, children and nature, Oak Village
Academy immediately creates an environment where children can blossom. The high quality and educational learning
environment allows children to learn the natural way, getting back to our roots of learning. Come explore with us.

Our Curriculum
From Infants to Pre Kindergarteners we support children in their growth and development with
our educationally based Curriculum related to child friendly thematic learning. Our teachers
incorporate educational activities into the everyday Lesson Plans encouraging the children to
learn through problem solving and experiences throughout their day at Oak Village Academy.

Our Program
With our one of a kind, child focused, educational indoor and outdoor learning environments,
Oak Village Academy balances learning with social, emotional, physical, intellectual and cognitive
learning experiences. By combining outdoor learning environments with Oak Village Academy’s
incredible classrooms and indoor learning areas, our program balances learning and education
with nature and fun.

Educational Enhancements with LEAP

At Oak Village Academy we are LEAPing into learning with our Learning Enhancement and
Play program. With LEAP, Oak Village Academy provides a well-rounded experience that will
ensure that children learn through individual experiences. Our LEAP Curriculum Enhancement
Program includes nature, yoga, music, foreign language, athletics and art. With the diversity
offered within the LEAP Program, all children can experience education with excitement and fun.

Oak Village Academy has found the difference. We are getting back to the
basics and teaching children in a way that they love to learn. By creating
indoor and outdoor learning environments, children will have the
best of the best of locations to learn. Learning the natural way
could not be any better. Come learn with us today!
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The Oak Village Academy Difference:
Low Child to Teacher Ratios
At Oak Village Academy we create and make a difference in the educational experience for young children. While learning
the natural way, we also provide imaginative and encouraging indoor and outdoor learning environments with low child to
teacher ratios. The low child to teacher ratios at Oak Village Academy means that teachers have more time to work one-onone with children while trying different activities that engage children in learning.
Age of Children

NC’s Required Ratios

Oak Village Academy Ratios

Infants (6 weeks–12 months)

1 to 5 Maximum of 8

1 to 4 Maximum of 8

Toddlers (1–2 years)

1 to 6 Maximum of 12

1 to 5 Maximum of 10

Preschool Prep (2–3 years)

1 to 10 Maximum of 20

1 to 8 Maximum of 16

Preschool (3–4 years)

1 to 15 Maximum of 25

1 to 9 Maximum of 18

Pre-Kindergarten (4–5)

1 to 20 Maximum of 25

1 to 12 Maximum of 24

Lower ratios allow children more time with the teachers and the smaller group sizes create a more positive environment for the children to explore and learn.

The Oak Village Academy Difference:
The Benefits of Connecting Children with Nature
Supports Creativity and Problem Solving
Enhances Cognitive Abilities
Improves Academic Performances
Supports Multiple Developmental Domains
Reduces Attention Deficit Disorder Symptoms
Increases Physical Activity
Improves Nutrition
Improves Eyesight
Improves Social Relations
Improves Self Discipline
Reduces Stress in Young Children

Naturalizing Outdoor Learning Environments means
bringing back trees, shrubs, plants, vines, and other
natural items for children to enjoy and to encourage
healthy development. A child’s engagement with nature
encourages experiences that allow for learning in a
natural way.
The Natural Learning Initiative is a research and
professional development unit at the College of Design,
NC State University, Raleigh, NC, USA. The mission of
the Natural Learning Initiative is to help communities
create stimulating places for play, learning, and
environmental education—environments that recognize
human dependence on the natural world.
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About the Owners of Oak Village Academy

Eli Zablud, Alicia Fink and Adam Zablud are the proud owners of Oak Village Academy. Together, with their
combined knowledge, their vision of a place for children to learn the natural way became reality here at Oak
Village Academy. With a focus on naturalizing outdoor learning environments, their goal is to enhance the
learning experience through engagement with nature. We hope you enjoy getting to know each of the owners by
reading below.
Eli Zablud is committed to creating an imaginative location for children to play, experience and learn. As the father
of two sons, his family has lived in the Cary, North Carolina area since 1992. Mr. Zablud was quoted as saying
“When the boys were little, I searched for a place for them to go to learn that really met their needs for learning and
being active.” Since he was unable to find just what he was looking for as a parent, he decided to build and open a
preschool for children to have the environment that he envisioned. Little Pros Academy was founded in 1999 and
was well known for its high quality, child oriented program that included an Educational Environment and Sports
Development focus. After selling Little Pros Academy in 2010, Mr. Zablud focused on building several office parks
in North Carolina. Oak Village Academy is a new dream for Mr. Zablud as his vision to build a unique, village
environment for children to learn and play both inside and out.
Alicia Fink loves everything about Early Childhood Development and teaching young children. As a mother of two,
she has dedicated her life to positively affecting the education of young children. With her Bachelor of Science in
Elementary Education from Appalachian State University and a minor in Psychology, she began teaching
immediately after college graduation in 1993. Teaching and having her own children led her into
the Early Childhood field as she searched for the best of the best schools for her children to
attend as young learners. Her experience includes teaching, Administration, Management,
Training and many other aspects of the Early Childhood field.
Adam Zablud grew up learning what a quality educational environment is. As
a young child he visited the Little Pros Academy schools often. In his later
teenage years, he worked as a counselor and Assistant Teacher in several
Little Pros Academy locations. He is a graduate from the University of
North Carolina at Wilmington, earning a Bachelor of Science from
the Cameron School of Business with a concentration in Operation
Management. He is following in his father’s footsteps and is a part of
the owner team for Oak Village Academy.
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